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Poetry by Heart: Year 8 Cycle 3 | \ EQ? R I

Each cycle you will learn a poem by heart to recite during Super Teaching
Week.

You should learn 2-3 lines each week. Be prepared to recite some lines at the
end of each week! A good strategy is to:

1. Read the line and look up any words you don’t understand.

2. Cover everything but the first line of the poem. Read it. Look away and
say it. Look back. Repeat until you've learnt it.

3. Uncover the second line. Learn it as you did the first line, but also add

the second line to the first, until you've got the two.
4. The next week, follow the same process adding the next two lines etc.

until you know the whole poem.

Good luck!

'Anthem for Doomed Youth' — Wilfred Owen, 1917

What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?
— Only the monstrous anger of the guns.
Only the stuttering rifles' rapid rattle
Can patter out their hasty orisons.
No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells;
Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs,—
The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells;
And bugles calling for them from sad shires.

What candles may be held to speed them all?
Not in the hands of boys, but in their eyes
Shall shine the holy glimmers of goodbyes.

The pallor of girls' brows shall be their pall;
Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds,
And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds.
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