
+

Subject Information
2016-18

S
ix

th
 F

o
rm



+ 1

Index

Torquay Academy – Sixth Form
Futures are made HERE… 

Futures are made HERE …

Academic

Art and Design                 

Biology

Chemistry

Creative Writing

English Literature 

History 

Mathematics 

Media Studies

Photography

Physics

Vocational

Business Studies

Child’s Play & Development

Health and Social Care

ICT

Music Performance

Music Technology 

Sport

Travel and Tourism

Level 3 Courses – Academic 

(A Levels)

Level 3 Courses – Vocational 

(BTEC Level 3)

Academic  

English

Mathematics

Vocational

Animal Care  

Vehicle Component Fitting

Construction

Electrical Installation  

Hair & Beauty 

Motor Vehicle Studies

Plumbing Studies

Maintenance Operations

Retail  

Level 2 Courses

GCSE

Additional 

Courses

Football Academy                                       

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

21

23

23

24

24

25

26

26

27

27

28



+ 2

Index

Torquay Academy – Sixth Form
Futures are made HERE… 

Futures are made HERE …

What courses can I combine?

You can combine some courses to study the programme most suitable for you.

Vocational Level 3 Courses 

BTEC Level 3 Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma

This is equivalent to 1 A level. The Certificate is equivalent to the AS (1st year) and the Subsidiary 

Diploma is equivalent to A2 (2nd year). These can be combined with A levels and other 

Certificates if appropriate. E.g. 3 AS courses and 1 BTEC Level 3 Certificate

BTEC Level 3 90-credit Diploma/Extended Diploma

The 90-credit Diploma is studied in the first year and is equivalent to 1.5 A levels. In the second 

year you progress on to the Extended Diploma. The full qualification (2 years)   is equivalent to 3 

A levels. We do not encourage students to take an AS course alongside a BTEC 

Diploma/Extended Diploma.

AS/A2 Levels

Any ‘A’ level subjects can be combined. ‘A’ levels can also be studied alongside a BTEC Level 3 

Certificate. We expect you to choose any combination that equates to 4 AS levels for study in the 

first year, you may drop one subject in year 13 when studying for A2 level.

Vocational 2 courses

Level 1 and Level 2 courses are combined with areas of study that suit the individual and will give 

them the best chance of progressing on to their chosen career or further academic course.

Please note:

These are only guidelines. In some circumstances the course entry requirements maybe different.

Level
Courses
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A-Level Art & Design

Torquay Academy – Sixth Form

‘Design is intelligence made 

visible’ … Don Newgren

Entry Requirements:

7 GCSEs A* - C 

Preferably you will 

have achieved a 

GCSE B grade in Art 

& Design
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Overview

If you are a creative, innovative and inquisitive person who enjoys creating and 

responding to new challenges, briefs and projects, then this course offers you a 

diverse and exciting range of opportunities and experiences in Art and Design

What will I learn?
The  AS specification in Art Craft and Design is made up of two main components. 

Component 1 is the Portfolio, it is assessed out of 96 marks and accounts for 60% of 

the total mark. Work for this is internally assigned and assessed and moderated by 

AQA during a visit to the centre. 

Component 2 this is in response to an externally assessed assignment. 

There is a preparatory period where students explore a theme or question followed 

by a 10 hour supervised timed exam.

The A level will run on similar lines to the AS level with the addition of a Personal 

investigation. This is a practical investigation supported by written material. The focus 

of the investigation must be Identified independently by the student and must lead to a 

finished outcome or series of related finished outcomes.

It is important that the student be able to demonstrate a clear and coherent in-depth 

study showing an ability to construct and develop a sustained line of reasoning from an 

initial starting point to a final realisation.

How will I learn?
Students will produce a collection of work which is thoughtfully presented 

and which demonstrates both breadth and depth of the course of study. 

Portfolios may include critical and contextual work, this could be written 

materials in the form of journals, reviews, reflections, and evaluations.

The externally set assignment will offer the student a choice of eight 

questions to be used as starting points for their work. Following a period of 

about eight weeks for preparatory investigation students will sit a fifteen 

hour test under supervised conditions. 

We cover a broad based course whereby students will be able to explore 

practical and critical work through a range of 2D and or 3D processes and 

media associated with two or more disciplines such as photography, 

painting and drawing, ceramics, textiles and printmaking.

Where could it lead?
A Level 3 in Art & Design offers progression into a broad and diverse range of creative industries and 

practices. Many students will extend their Art & Design experience by completing at Foundation Art & 

Design course prior to Higher Education. Other students can further their studies at university at degree 

level in related courses. Specialisms which students progress  on to include, architecture, sustainable 

design, illustration, product design, photography, fine art, sculpture, interior design, multi-media design and 

structural packaging
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Overview

The Salters-Nuffield (SNAB) A-Level Biology course is a contextualised approach to the Edexcel

course. Students will experience an engaging approach to the content and learn about Biology in 

a way that is relevant to their lives. They will gain a thorough grounding in Biological concepts 

and an appreciation for the interconnected nature of Biology as a subject. During this enjoyable 

and motivational course, students engage with Biology in a range of theoretical and practical 

contexts which develop the skills and understanding to the standard required by universities. The 

course will allow them to progress onto a wide range of Biological degree courses. 

4

A-Level Biology
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‘There is Biology in everything.’ 

… Helen Fisher

What will I learn?

Throughout the A-level course you will learn about all aspects of Biology 

from organ systems to ecology.

AS Level 

This stand-alone 1 year course comprises of 4 modules:

1. Lifestyle, health and risk

2. Genes and health

3. Voice of the genome

4. Biodiversity and natural resources

A-Level

Students taking the two year A-Level will study modules 1-4 described 

above and four further modules:

5. On the wild side

6. Infection, immunity and forensics

7. Run for your life

8. Grey matter

How will I learn?

Throughout the A-level Biology course students will experience inspiring 

teaching in class and develop independent study skills. The course is 

supported by a bank of interactive online resources that students can 

access at any time. A series of core practical's are undertaken throughout 

the year which are examined in each written paper. Students will be 

increasingly required to take more responsibility for their own learning and 

make full use of the resources available to consolidate their work in class. 

Students will be expected to organise their notes and keep effective records 

of their practical activities. 

Where could it lead?

A qualification in Biology can lead to science career opportunities in many areas including 

veterinary science, medicine, nursing, zoology, environmental science, dietetics, sport science, 

science journalism, teaching, physiotherapy and many more. 

Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs A* - C 

Including: Grade B 

in Additional Science

Futures are made HERE …
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Overview
The aims of the course are to encourage students to:

• develop an interest in, an enthusiasm for chemistry, including developing an interest in further 

study and careers in chemistry.

• develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of chemistry and how they 

relate to each other;

• appreciate how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute 

to the success of the economy and society.
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A-Level Chemistry

Torquay Academy – Sixth Form

‘Chemistry is the melodies you can play 

on vibrating strings.’ … Michael Kaku

What will I learn?

Where could it lead?
Chemistry can lead to many interesting degree courses at university. Chemistry university 

graduates usually go on to high status employment or further education. 30% undergo 

postgraduate training for a higher degree, for example a doctorate.  Of those taking employment, 

70% enter a professional role in science or in other disciplines such as management, business, 

law or education.

Entry Requirements:

7 GCSEs A* - C 

Including: Grade B 

in Additional Science 

or GCSE Chemistry 

Futures are made HERE …

The course will comprise of ten modules.  These modules cover major 

disciplines of chemistry, namely physical, inorganic and organic.  This 

involves studying chemical reactions and why they happen, primarily 

looking for patterns of structure and behaviour. 

AS Chemistry Modules

Elements of life

Developing fuels 

Elements from the sea

The Ozone Story

What’s in a medicine?

A-Level Chemistry Modules (additional to AS Chemistry)

Chemical Industry

Developing Metals 

Colour by design 

Polymers and life

Oceans 

How will I learn?
Students who complete only AS Chemistry will be examined on modules 1 - 5. 

Students who complete A-Level Chemistry will be examined on all modules at the 

end of the course. They will also be expected to qualify for an endorsement of their 

practical skills developed over the two-year course.
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Overview
If you are looking to write creatively and imaginatively in a range of forms and genres then this is 

the course for you!  This course encourages the development of individual writing styles and the 

enhancement of technical skills and understanding.  It allows students to craft their own work and 

experiment with individual visions.  Students will encounter a range of creative and professional 

writing from prose fiction and poetry, to travel writing and scripts for radio or digital media.

6

A-Level Creative 

Writing

Torquay Academy – Sixth Form
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What will I learn?
Unit 1 – This examined unit is designed to reflect the fact that writing can be

creative in ways that are non-literary. It also reflects the fact that creative

writing is part of the professional world of work. Many professional writers write

to order, with tight deadlines and tight focus. This makes an examined unit an

especially suitable way of assessing this type of writing. The aim of this unit is

to give students the opportunity to write to a specific professional brief, showing

appropriate writing skills, in limited time. Students will need to be prepared for

this unit by reading and writing a variety of texts from the professional world.

Teachers should encourage students to experience a wide range of genres,

noting particularly how different writers communicate ideas effectively in

different contexts.

Unit 2 – The aim of this coursework unit is to introduce students to regular

writing practice across a broad range of forms. In this specification, forms are

defined as: prose fiction; prose non-fiction; poetry; script. This unit introduces

the notion of writing craft, with particular focus on the processes involved in

developing creative work, such as generating ideas, drafting and redrafting,

using different forms and genres, and critical reflection.

How will I learn?
Students will need to be prepared for this unit by reading and writing a

variety of texts from the professional world. Teachers should encourage

student to experience a wide range of genres, noting particularly how different

writers communicate ideas effectively in different contexts.

Where could it Lead?
This A level will improve your written and oral communication skills and indicates that that you are 

someone with good analytical skills.  

Entry Requirements:

7 GCSEs A* - C 

Futures are made HERE …

Stories of imagination tend to upset 

those without one…. Terry Pratchett
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Overview
English is one of the most popular subjects at A level, partly because it is highly valued by both 

universities and employers as a traditional academic subject of high status. It combines easily 

with every subject, both Arts and Sciences, and encourages many skills valued by both 

employers and Higher Education
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Literature
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‘Only the very weak minded refuse to be 

influenced by literature and poetry’ … 

Cassandra Clare

What will I learn?
Unit 1 – Texts in Context

60% of AS, 30% of A Level 

2 hour written examination (open book) 

Either LTA1A Victorian Literature

Or LTA1B World War One Literature

Or LTA1C The Struggle for Identity in Modern Literature

Unit 2 – LITA2

Creative Study

40% of AS, 20% of A Level

Coursework – 60 marks 

How will I learn?
Lessons are in groups on 10-20 allowing for a social and interactive

approach to literature. This friendly environment allows for viewpoints to be

shared in discussions. Improvisation and dramatized readings, DVDs and

analysis of various tests and extracts also feature on the course. Classes

are taught jointly by two teachers. You will be assessed through

coursework and examinations.

Where could it Lead?
English Literature is good for those seeking a career in journalism, law, linguistics, the media or 

psychology. This A level will improve your written and oral communication skills and indicates 

that you are someone with good analytical skills. 

Entry Requirements:

7 GCSEs A* - C 

Including: Grade B 

in English Literature

Futures are made HERE …
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Overview
History is a well-respected subject which would suit both those students who wish to specialise 

in history as a career and those who wish to create a ‘well balanced’ academic profile.
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A-Level History
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‘Those that do not remember the past are 

condemned to repeat it.’ … George Santayana

What will I learn?
A Level

The proposed content for the course is as follows:

Unit 1: The Tudors: England, 1485 - 1603

This option allows students to study in breadth issues of change, continuity, 

cause and consequence in this period through the  investigation of key 

questions. Students will study the establishment and consolidation of the 

Tudor Dynasty under Henry VII through to the triumphs of Elizabeth I. 

Unit 2: Democracy and Nazism: Germany, 1918 - 1945

This option provides for the study in depth of a period of German history 

during which a newly developed democratic form of government gave way 

to a dictatorial Nazi regime. It explores political concepts such as 'right' and 

'left', nationalism and liberalism as well as ideological concepts such as 

racialism, anti-Semitism and Social Darwinism. It also encourages reflection 

on how governments work and the problems of democratic states as well as 

consideration of what creates and sustains a dictatorship.

Unit 3 is Coursework 

You pick the focus for your study. You might explore the reasons for the 

development of Civil Rights in America, investigate  why the franchise 

extended or question the significance of Nelson Mandela. The key issue is 

to research and explore historical issues and debates and express your own 

opinions. This unit is tested through a 3000-3500 word report.

AS Level 

AS Level students only study Units 1 and 2 which will be examined on a 

narrower time frame.

How will I learn?
A variety of teaching and learning styles will be employed throughout the course. Students will be given the

opportunity to acquire and effectively communicate knowledge and understanding of selected periods of

history; develop understanding of historical terms and concepts; explore the significance of events, individuals,

issues and societies in history; understand the nature of historical evidence and the methods used by

historians in analysis and evaluation; develop their understanding of how the past has been interpreted and

represented and develop their interest in and enthusiasm for history.

Where could it lead?
History A Level is highly regarded by universities. Many prominent lawyers, politicians and 

professionals in a wide variety of fields have enjoyed an academic historical training which has 

been beneficial to their careers.

Entry Requirements:

7 GCSEs A* - C 

Including: Grade B 

At GCSE History. 

Alternatively if you 

have not studied 

History at GCSE level 

then a Grade B in 

English Language 

would be considered

Futures are made HERE …
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The 

Overview 
The A Level Mathematics courses are designed to enable students to develop mathematical 

knowledge and understanding in a way which increases their confidence to solve problems in 

the real world. Emphasis is placed upon the ability to reason logically, develop mathematical 

proofs and use mathematics as an effective means of communication. At this level students 

should expect to experience mathematics as a form of enjoyment in relation to its practical, 

aesthetic and creative aspects
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‘Students shy away from math's, but in 

reality math's is the best friend of man.’

… Shakuntala Devi

What will I learn?
At present the full GCE A Level mathematics syllabus is divided into six 

units, four of which introduce students to the study of ‘pure’ mathematics, 

whilst the other two concentrate on an application of mathematics in the field 

of either mechanics or statistics.

The AS Level mathematics qualification consists of two pure and one 

application unit. Additional units are studied for the award of A or AS Level 

Further Mathematics.

How will I learn?
You will learn using a variety of teaching methods in formal lessons, you 

must be prepared to work in your own time.

.Where could it lead?
AS and A2 mathematics courses are recognised by universities as being high level courses that 

require and develop valuable skills and as such are well respected. Typical progression from A 

level mathematics is to university and to courses such as engineering; electrical and structural, 

architecture, accountancy, banking and cooperate finance, air traffic controller, statistician, 

medical statistician, doctor.

Entry Requirements:

7 GCSEs A* - C 

Including: Grade B 

in Mathematics

Futures are made HERE …
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Overview
BTEC Level 3 Diplomas are designed as specialist qualifications for those who have a clear view 

of their future career or want to progress to higher education. They are equivalent to A Levels 

and are highly valued by universities, further education colleges and employers.

The course is available as the Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma(equivalent to 1 A level) and the 

Diploma (equivalent to 2 A levels)
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‘Societies have always been shaped more by the nature 

of media by which men communicate than by the 

content of the communication.’ … Marshall McLuhan

What will I learn?

The course comprises a total of 13 units: six mandatory units and seven 

optional units. For the Diploma, the core units:

• Pre-Production Techniques for the Creative Media Industries

• Communication Skills for Creative Media Industries 

• Research Techniques for the Creative Media Industries 

• Creative Media Production Management Project 

• Working to a Brief in the Creative Media Industries  

• Understanding the Creative Media Sector

• Single Camera Techniques

In addition you will choose from a range of specialisms. These include 

animation, computer games design, video production, interactive media, 

photo imaging and print production, sound recording and graphic narrative 

production.

How will I learn?
This is a vocational course and the focus is on the practical application of learning. There is no exam and 

assessment is through the completion of portfolios of work. This requires a commitment to learning and to 

managing your time effectively – skills which are highly valued in the workplace as well as in higher education. 

The BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Creative Media Production offers students the opportunity to develop 

multimedia skills using the excellent facilities at the college.  So, if you prefer learning by doing, and want to 

develop your knowledge and skills in Media, this is the course for you. 

Where could it lead?
The BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Creative Media Production has been developed to focus on 

providing vocationally related education and training for those who are intending to work or who 

already work in the media industries; providing opportunities for learners to achieve a nationally 

recognised Level 3 vocationally specific qualification either to enter employment in the media 

industries or to progress to higher education vocational qualifications such as the Edexcel Level 

5 BTEC Higher National in Media; providing opportunities for learners to develop skills, 

knowledge and understanding relevant to the media industries in an applied learning context; 

giving learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and 

attitudes essential for successful performance in working life. 

Entry Requirements:

7 GCSEs A* - C 

There is no 

requirement to have 

studied Media at Level 

2 

Futures are made HERE …
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Overview
This hands-on practical and creative photography course will give you the skills and knowledge

to produce exciting and inspiring art photography.

On this course you will be given the opportunities to undertake photography briefs for internal

and external clients, providing you with experience of working in the photographic creative

industry.

During the course you will undertake a range of assignments that will introduce you to a variety

of photographic genres, including fashion photography, portrait photography, landscape

photography and others. You will also learn about contemporary photographers from the UK and

abroad, you will also look at and learn from the photographic masters from the past.
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‘Photography takes an instant out of time, 

altering life by holding it still.’ … Dorothea Lange

What will I learn?
As well as developing your essential practical skills, the course will enable 

you to learn more about a variety of photographic approaches and 

techniques. The course will help you develop skills and knowledge in using 

digital cameras as well as SLR and bridge cameras. 

Students will be introduced to location and studio  work and gain an 

understanding of using lighting and other equipment. You will  learn 

important skills that will equip and prepare you to produce an impressive 

portfolio that will help you apply to study photography at a higher level. This 

course will help you manage your time, allow you to work independently, as 

well as a member of a creative team

This course is designed for individuals with a genuine interest in developing 

and widening their interest in photography using new and traditional 

techniques to produce innovative and creative outcomes.

How will I learn?
Methods of teaching include:

Practical hands on assignments

Practical workshops and technical demonstrations

Contextual studies 

Taking part in school exhibitions and external art shows

Visits to photography galleries

Group and 1:1 tutorials

Where could it Lead?
You can progress onto Higher Education through a foundation degree in Photography or you can 

seek employment as a photographers assistant or studio assistant 

Entry Requirements:

7 GCSEs A* - C 

There is no 

requirement to have 

studied Photography 

at Level 2

Futures are made HERE …



+

Overview
Physics is about unravelling the complexity of the universe to discover how and why it works.  

Physics forms the foundation of many technological advances and plays an important role in 

numerous scientific areas.  It is an exciting and challenging field to study, requiring an 

adventurous and enquiring mind and good mathematical abilities.  Its rewards include the deeper 

understanding of the world around us and the development of skills highly sought after 

throughout the employment spectrum.
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‘The true sign of intelligence is not knowledge 

but imagination.’ … Albert Einstein

What will I learn?
To a large extent the A Level Physics course covers much the same subject 

matter as the Physics content of GCSE courses, but the treatment is 

deeper, more rigorous and challenging.  A study of this subject develops 

powers of analysis and numeracy, together with practical skills and an ability 

to apply conceptual understanding to novel situations.  A good grade at A 

Level Physics implies a high degree of intellectual capability, of use to 

employers in many different fields, further education or employment both in 

terms of content and the level of self-discipline and organisation of work 

demanded of students. 

Students study four modules in Year 12:

1. Development of Practical Skills in Physics

2. Foundations in Physics

3. Forces and Motion

4. Electrons, Waves and Photons

How will I learn?
A range of teaching styles and strategies are employed, including lecture-

type lessons, sessions of individual study and research, practical 

demonstrations & student practical work. The use of ICT during lessons is 

commonplace, with students using apps on ipads, simulation software and 

data loggers during experimental procedures. Deadlines for the presentation 

of work to be marked must be strictly adhered to.  Students will need at all 

times to have in their possession a reliable and sufficiently powerful 

electronic calculator, the use of which should be fully understood.

Where could it lead?
Career opportunities for physics graduates are wide ranging. Apart from moving into further 

research into physics, many have employment in IT industries and engineering, but also in the 

financial and business sector where analytical skills obtained in the subject are highly sought 

after.

Entry Requirements:

7 GCSEs A* - C 

Including: Grade B 

in Additional Science

Futures are made HERE …
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Overview
Everything in life involves business; from the clothes you wear and the food you eat to the type

of car you drive and the home in which you live. Most of us will work for a business at some

stage in our lives and all of us will be customers and consumers. This course will help you to

understand how firms make money through marketing, communications and managing people.

How do firms like Primark sell clothes so cheaply? How can toothbrushes range from 14p to

£49.99 in price? Why do some people not work for money? And how to read accounts so that

you will know if your new employer can afford you, will all be answered during the course. The

course is available as the Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma(equivalent to 1 A level) and the Diploma

(equivalent to 2 A levels)
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‘Business in itself is power.’ 

… Garet Garrett

What will I learn?
As the course progresses, you will develop your skills, knowledge and 

understanding of what is required in the business world . They will have an 

opportunity to take part in work experience in a chosen area of business.

This course provides both a broad foundation of business education and a 

firm basis for specialisation in your selected avenue of business activity.

The programme comprises these Mandatory Units:

• The Business Environment

• Business Resources

• Introduction to Marketing

• Business Communication

And these Optional Units:

• Business Accounting

• Market research

• Human Resources 

• Management

• Administration

How will I learn?
The BTEC Level 3 Diploma is a practical work-related course. Students learn by completing projects and

assignments that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands. Students focus on a

particular subject and develop a range of specialist skills and knowledge.

Where could it lead?
The BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in Business level 3 can progress to the full level 3 Diploma in

Business where learners can specialise in either finance, management, marketing or general

business gaining an equivalent of 2 A Levels. Learners may also progress within employment to

professional qualifications such as those offered by the Chartered Institute of Marketing,

Management Accountants and Personnel Development. Learners may further progress into higher

education degree courses. This course will support many different career paths enabling learners

to develop key business skills.

Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs A* - C 

There is no 

requirement to have 

studied Business at 

Level 2 

Futures are made HERE …

Please Note:

Specifications for BTEC subjects will change 

September 2016, therefore this description is 

subject to change.
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Overview
If you can visualise yourself working with children and families, this engaging course will prepare

you for a future working in a range of childcare contexts.

You will gain knowledge and understanding of child development and education so that you

develop the qualities required to work in the Early Years sector. This will include learning about

child development play, physical care needs and health and safety. You will also to complete

practical training in a range of early years settings This include private day schools, children’s

centre's and nurseries.
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‘Adults are just outdated 

children… Dr Seuss

What will I learn?

Units may include:

• Child development

• Health and safety in early years settings

• Observation, assessment and planning

• Play and learning

• Safeguarding in early years

• The early years foundation stage

• Working with parents and others in early years 

How will I learn?
You will learn through a combination of:

Theory and practical teaching in the classroom

Group discussion

Practical activities

Presentations

Individual and group study

Work placement

Where could it lead?
This course will give you the knowledge and understanding of child care and education. You 

may then progress onto Higher Education, including degree programmes such as child studies, 

teacher training. childhood studies and social work Alternatively you could gain employment 

within the Early Years sector as an Early Years Practitioner 

Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs A* - C 

There is no 

requirement to have 

studied Children’s 

Play & Development 

at Level 2 

Futures are made HERE …

Please Note:

Specifications for BTEC subjects will 

change in September 2016, therefore this 

description is subject to change.
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Overview
BTEC Health & Social Care is a dynamic course that will lay the foundations for a future within

the health and social care sector. The course focuses on applying theory to real life and you will

develop the skills needed to effectively work with service users in this developing and essential

sector

Our students gain a wide range of experience through work placement and are highly

competitive in their success both in higher education and future careers.

The course is available as the Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma(equivalent to 1 A level) and the

Diploma (equivalent to 2 A levels)
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‘The greatest wealth is health.’

… Virgil

What will I learn?
Two year Diploma in Health & Social Care: (subject to change)

• Communication, Equality, diversity and rights in health and social care

• Health, Safety and security

• Development, nutrition, anatomy and physiology

• Personal and professional development

• Safeguarding young people and promoting independence

• Psychology and sociology in health and social care

• The health sector and health and education

How will I learn?
The units will be taught through Digital Learning, activities, discussions and

visits to health and social care settings, as well as visits by experts into

lessons. The course is assessed 100% through coursework.

Where could it lead?
BTEC Health and Social Care (with other suitable advanced level courses) will prepare you for a 

number of degree courses in areas such as, health and social care, mental health, nursing, 

primary teaching, radiography and occupational therapy.

Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs A* - C 

There is no 

requirement to have 

studied Health & 

Social Care at Level 2 

Futures are made HERE …

Please Note:

Specifications for BTEC 

subjects will in change 

September 2016, therefore 

this description is subject to 

change.
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Overview
Cambridge Technicals are vocational qualifications that are designed to give you a work-focused 

alternative to A Levels. They’ve been designed to give you opportunities to demonstrate and 

develop the practical application of knowledge and understanding in the areas of work that 

appeal to you. This will enable you to develop your research skills as you work, both 

independently and with colleagues, to progress through your qualifications. 

If you prefer to learn in a way that’s practical and work-related, then Cambridge Technicals are 

ideal. The great thing about them is that they keep your options open – so if you’re not fully 

convinced that a vocational way of learning is right for you, Cambridge Technicals keep the door 

open for a move to higher education further down the line.
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‘Computing is becoming 

universal.’ … Jay S. Walker

What will I learn?

You have to complete two mandatory units: 

• Communication and employability skills for IT 

• Information systems 

and complete a range of units from the optional units. The number of optional 

units you complete will depend upon whether you are completing a Certificate 

or a Diploma.

These are examples of optional units:

• Website production 

• Developing computer games 

• Computer game platforms and technologies 

• Computer Game Design 

• Computer animation 

• Interactive media authoring 

• Web animation for interactive media 

• Digital Graphics for Interactive Media

How will I learn?
The emphasis is on understanding concepts and practising techniques. Through discussion,

teacher-led exposition, individual study and group work, you will learn to analyse and solve

problems. Students are encouraged to have their own graphical calculator. Every student will be

expected to focus on, and contribute to, class discussion, but a substantial amount of independent

study will be required

Where could it lead?
The great thing about Cambridge Technicals is that they still give you a choice of opportunities 

once you’ve completed them. The three choices open to you are: Employment, where you can 

put your new practical skills towards generating an income;  Further education, such as a higher-

level qualification at college; Higher education, such as a degree course at university. 

Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs A* - C 

Futures are made HERE …

Please Note:

Specifications for OCR subjects will in 

change September 2016, therefore this 

description is subject to change.
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Overview
The BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Music Performance is a two-year vocational course 

which provides students with a practical understanding of the skills required to work within the 

music sector.  It is a modern and contemporary music course, looking at research of 

professional practice, improvisation, composing and aural skills, with the main focus being 

performance.  This is a highly recognised musical qualification.

The course is available as the Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma(equivalent to 1 A level) and the 

Diploma (equivalent to 2 A levels)
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‘Music expresses that which cannot be put into 

words and that which cannot remain silent’ … 

Victor Hugo

What will I learn?
Each term, students will explore performance techniques, composing and 

aural skills as well as looking at music within the industry and the place of 

popular music within the history of music.  There will be projects linked with 

the community as well as opportunities to regularly gig and create your own 

showreel/CD to self-promote as you launch yourself into the local and 

regional music performance field.

This is a newly delivered, first time course for musicians who are keen to 

work with local artists, commit to being a self-sustained musician and want 

to broaden their own skills in being successful in the music industry.   

Students will be guided through appropriate repertoire and technique as well 

as support in choosing the right course for their career

How will I learn?
You will, essentially, become a member of a musician company within 

college and will learn by completing a range of projects and assignments 

that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands. 

The work will be assessed through evidence-based portfolios, solo and 

ensemble performance recordings and composition work.  As well as 

learning about the employment area you have chosen, you will develop the 

skills that you need to start a career. The course is delivered by 

professionals with real experience of professional performance and the 

sound world.

Where could it Lead?
As a Level 3 vocational course, this is the perfect spring board to a career in the music industry. 

Students will explore the diverse range of employment opportunities, aside from professional 

performer.  Colleges and universities recognise this as the equivalent to one A level. For students 

entering vocational higher education, such as modern/pop or live music degrees, this is the most 

common qualification for new entrants. 

Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs A* - C 

Futures are made HERE …

Please Note:

Specifications for BTEC subjects will change in September 2016, 

therefore this description is subject to change.
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Overview
This exciting course is a practical based hands-on programme primarily designed for school-

leavers with an interest in the music and media industries. It is designed to give you a 

comprehensive introduction to the application of technology to music. You will develop skills in 

music, computer applications to music, recording and the music industry whilst working with a 

range of music technology equipment.
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Technology
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‘The Art challenges the technology and the 

technology inspires the Art’ … John Lasseter 

What will I learn?

Subjects included:

•Studio Recording

•Music software applications

•Aural & theoretical music skills

•Music Technology in performance

•Music Industry and practical applications

•Live sound 

In addition to this you will also develop academic, practical and 

interpersonal skills alongside the key areas of music production.

How will I learn?
You will be involved in a highly practical training programme that is

designed to develop the skills and knowledge required of a professional

sound engineer. Using the latest in recording, studio and production

technology, and under the supervision of experienced engineers. You will

have the opportunity to work with musicians in recording sessions,

producing mixes and remixes in a variety of musical styles.

Where could it Lead?
After successfully completing this course you may wish to progress onto a Music Production 

Degree. Alternatively, you could seek employment within the music industry including:

Live Sound Engineering

Studio Engineer

Music Production

Music Publishing

Music Promotion

Record Companies

Music composer/performer

.

Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs A* - C 

There is no 

requirement to have 

studied Music 

Technology at Level 2 

Futures are made HERE …

Please note:

Specifications for BTEC subjects will change in 

September 2016, therefore this description is subject 

to change.



+

Overview
This course focuses on developing an individuals understanding of the skills and knowledge

required to enter the sports industry, whilst still being able to develop their own practical

performance. Sports leadership, coaching and the development of a sports performer are key

themes that run through the course

The course is available as the Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma(equivalent to 1 A level) and the

Diploma (equivalent to 2 A levels) and the Extended Diploma (equivalent to 3 A levels)
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‘Physical Fitness is not only one of the keys to a 

healthy body, it is the basis of dynamic creative 

intellectual activity.’ … John F Kennedy

What will I learn?
Units Include:

• Developing training programmes for sports performance

• Measuring and understanding fitness requirements

• How the body works in high level sports performers

• Practical sports

• The lifestyle of an elite performer

• The psychological requirements for sports performance

• Work experience placement in the sports industry

The Extended Diploma includes:

Analysing individual and team performance

An understanding of the current issues in sport

Sports event planning and management 

How will I learn?
The course is delivered in a practical manner and students are encouraged

to learn independently. The course is internally assessed through a

programme of assignments set and marked by your teachers. There is also

a work experience element to the course.

Where could it lead?
After completing the course students can work towards a number of careers, for example sports 

journalism, sports development, PE teaching, sports coaching, sports equipment design, 

personal training. Many of our current students are looking to progress onto higher education 

and degree courses in sport.

Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs A* - C 

There is no 

requirement to have 

studied Sport at Level 2

Futures are made HERE …

Please Note:

Specifications for BTEC subjects will change in September 

2016, therefore this description is subject to change.
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Overview
Whether you are looking to be a travel agent or a holiday rep or even just having an interest in

travel, The BTEC travel and tourism course gives you a thorough understanding of the travel

industry and being a tourist.

The course is available as the Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma(equivalent to 1 A level) and the

Diploma (equivalent to 2 A levels)
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‘The world is a book and those who do not 

travel read only one page’ … St Augustine

What will I learn?

Throughout the course you will study the different aspects and processes 

involved in the travel and tourism industry. You will develop an 

understanding of how the travel and tourism industry works and it will give 

you the skills needed to go on with a career in such an exciting, glamorous 

and changing business. 

In the BTEC Diploma you will study

• Investigating the travel and tourism sector

• The UK as a tourist destination

• The business of travel and tourism

• Customer service in travel and tourism

• Preparing for employment in travel and tourism

• Business travel operations

• Working as a holiday representative

• Specialist tourism

• UK visitor attractions

• Marketing in travel and tourism 

• Long haul travel destinations

• Work experience in the travel and tourism sector

How will I learn?
The course is assessed through a programme of assignments which use a variety of assessment methods which 

may take many different forms e.g. written work, presentations, discussions, meetings. The student’s work is then 

presented to the examination board through a Portfolio of evidence of coursework.

Where could it lead?
BTEC Travel and Tourism provides a direct progression route in to higher education or 

employment. At University there are degrees in International Tourism Management, Events 

Management, Travel and Tourism with Events, Tourism and Business Management. Career 

opportunities include working with tourist boards, event management companies, visitor 

attractions, travel agents, airlines, tour operators, in the UK and overseas, hotels, holiday 

centres and related areas such as marketing and human resources.

Entry Requirements:

5 GCSEs A* - C 

There is no 

requirement to have 

studied Travel & 

Tourism at Level 2 

Futures are made HERE …

Please Note:

Specifications for BTEC subjects will 

change in September 2016, therefore this 

description is subject to change.
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Level
Courses
2

Mathematics 

Level 2 If you obtained a ‘D’ or ‘E’

grade GCSE Mathematics

and/or English Language in

Year 11, you will be expected

to retake the course during

Year 12. A ‘C’ grade in these

subjects is seen as the

benchmark by employers and

higher education

establishments

English 

Level 2

‘Everything around you is Mathematics, everything 

around you is numbers.’… Shakuntala Devi

‘The English Language is the property of 

imagination.’… Derek Walcott
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If you have not met the entry criteria for the level 3 courses. The minimum of which is 5

A*-C including Mathematics and English. You have will have the opportunity to

continue your studies with us by opting for our level 2 course of study. This one year

course is designed to give you every opportunity to gain the relevant qualifications to

progress onto level 3 courses should you wish to do so alternatively you may wish to

consider an apprenticeship or employment at the end of the year.

You will be required to study:

• Mathematics and English at GCSE if you have not achieved a grade ‘C’ or above.

The courses above will be studied at Torquay Academy

In addition to the above you will be required to choose one programme of study from 

the following:

Please note that these courses will be delivered off site at either Wild About Hair 

Hairdressers in Torquay town centre or at the Watcombe Skills Centre

• Level 1 Cert in Practical Small Animal Care Skills

• Level 2 Cert in Component Fitting

• Level 1 Certificate in Construction

• Level 2 Cert in Electrical Installation Studies

• VTCT Hairdressing and Beauty Certificates from level 1 – 2

• Level 1 Certificate in Motor Vehicle

• Level 2 Cert in Maintenance Operations

• Level 2 Cert in Plumbing Studies

• Level 2 Cert Retail Skills

We work closely with local businesses, Wild About Hair and the Watcombe Skills 

Centre to ensure that every student following a level 1 or 2 course has a personalised

pathway at the end of the one year course. Whether that be to continue to study the 

subject at a higher level or ideally onto an apprenticeship with a local company

Level 1 and 2 Course Outline
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Animal 

Care

Level 1 

Vocational

Board: ABC

Students follow the ABC specification in Practical Small Animal Care Skills, 

leading to the award of either the Level 1 Award OR the Level 1 Certificate. The 

course is highly vocational and practical in nature, emphasising the 

development of practical skills that would allow successful pupils to either follow 

a level 2 Animal Care course in year 2 or to gain employment in the Animal Care 

sector. The course is assessed by means of a tutor-marked portfolio of evidence 

that is externally moderated. There is no terminal examination. 

Level 2 

Vocational

Board: IMI

Vehicle Component 

Fitting
Level 2 Certificate in Vehicle Component 

Fitting

Students will develop their knowledge of:

• Health and Safety and good house keeping in the automotive environment

• Removal and fitting of basic light vehicle mechanical, electrical and trim (MET) 

components and non permanently fixed vehicle body panels

You will also develop your knowledge of:

• Materials, fabrication, tools, equipment and measuring devices in the 

automotive environment

• Systems, components and operation of spark ignition engines and 

compression ignition engine systems inspection and replacement of light 

vehicle:

• Exhaust systems

• Vehicle batteries and related components

• Suspension, dampers and springs

• Braking systems
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Construction
Basic Construction Level 1

Level 1/2 

Vocational

Board: City 

& Guilds

This course is designed for those pupils with an interest in the traditional

construction trades of bricklaying, painting and decorating, and plumbing, giving

pupils the opportunity to acquire at a basic level the practical skills necessary for

building work. The practical work is delivered by a specialist tutor using a range

of tools, materials and equipment. Heavy emphasis will be placed on safe

working practices, skill development and understanding basic techniques.

Assignments include building small walls and corners, painting and papering,

and plumbing in bathroom sinks and toilets. This course is accredited through

the City and Guilds 6218 Level 1 specification in Basic Construction Skills,

pupils gaining the Award in the first instance, and for those with sufficient

credits, the full Level 1 Certificate.

Level 2 

Vocational

Board: ABC

Electrical Installation
Level 2 Certificate in Electrical Installation

This course gives you the opportunity to progress into employment within the 

industry and/or onto a higher level of training. The course includes classroom, 

theory study and practical workshop time.

Subjects include:

• Installations of Wiring Systems and Enclosures

• Health and Safety in Building Services Engineering

• Principles of Electrical Science

• Electrical Installations Technology

• How to Communicate with Others within Building Services Engineering
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Hair & 

Beauty
VCTC Level 1 & 2

Level 1 

Vocational

Board: VCTC

The VTCT Level 1 Diploma in an Introduction to the Hair and Beauty Sector 

(QCF) is a qualification that has been specifically designed to develop your 

practical skills through introducing you to the hair and beauty industries

and how you should present a professional image in the salon.

To further enhance your practical skills you will have the opportunity to choose 

from the following hair and beauty units; plaiting or plaiting and twisting hair, 

shampoo and conditioning hair, hand or skin care, themed face painting, styling 

men’s or women’s hair, basic make-up application, nail art application,

create an image using colour or hair and beauty techniques, dressing hair, 

photographic make-up, providing basic manicure or pedicure treatments, colour

hair using temporary colour, salon reception duties, how to follow health and 

safety and working with others in the hair and beauty sector, create and maintain 

retail displays or how to perform a head massage service.

This course is delivered in partnership with Wild About Hair, Torquay This 

provides access to a commercial salon, with a team of experienced, qualified 

professionals who are highly regarded in the industry.

There is progression onto the level 2 course at the end of year 12.
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Motor Vehicle 

Studies
ABC Certificate Level 1

Level 1 

Vocational

Board: ABC

You will complete Health and Safety plus 5 other units from the list below. Half the 

time is spent covering theory in the engineering demonstration classroom and half on 

practical activities in the motor vehicle workshops.

Unit 1- Health and Safety 

Unit 2-Engineering Equipment 

Unit 3-Compression Ignition Engines

Unit 4-Spark Ignition Engines 

Unit 5-Engine Cooling and Lubrication Systems 

Unit 6-Spark Ignition and Compression Ignition Fuel Systems

Unit 7-Vehicle Transmission Systems

Level 2 

Vocational

Board: ABC

Plumbing Studies

This is a level 2 course which gives students the skills needed to progress to a higher 

level of training in Plumbing.

Subjects include:

• Common plumbing processes

• Cold water systems

• Domestic hot water systems

• Sanitation 

• Central heating systems

• Drainage systems

• Communicating with others within Building Services Engineering

• Health and Safety in Building Services Engineering

• Electrical Principles and processes for Building Services Engineering

• Scientific principles for domestic, industrial and commercial plumbing 
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Maintenance 

Operations 
ASCENTIS Certificate Level 2

Level 2 

Vocational

Board: ASCENTIS

The Ascentis Level 2 Award, Certificate in Maintenance Operations provide 

learners with an overview of various maintenance operations, in the 3 key areas 

of Landscaping, Construction and Building Services. 

The qualifications are skills-based with an emphasis on the practical skills needed 

for a range of repair jobs.

A chance to pick up the skills and knowledge to carry out a range of construction 

tasks that you'll need for building renovation. It might include painting and 

decorating, joinery and plastering. Importantly, you'll be able to earn your CSCS 

health and safety card to ensure access to sites.

Retail
BTEC Level 2

Level 2 

Vocational

Board: Edexcel

This course is designed to work with local employers and those looking for retail 

employment, and sets out long term career plan in this diverse industry. Subjects 

covered include:

• Developing skills and knowledge of customer service and the retail selling 

process

• Visual merchandising, buying and how to manage your own retail store

This course is delivered through the Watcombe skill centre who work in 

partnership with Sainsbury’s, where at least one day a week is spent.  
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Football 

Development 

Programme
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Torquay Academy benefits from a strong 

footballing tradition and in recognition of this, we 

will be running a football academy alongside our 

broad sixth-form academic programme. The 

football programme will be led by Chris Hogg 

our Football Academy Manager.  Students who 

are part of the Academy will train each day with 

professional coaches.  These sessions will be 

timetabled to fit around academic lessons.  

Weekly league games will be played on 

Wednesday afternoons.

We aim to provide elite football coaching of a 

professional standard to young players with 

ambitions of progressing in the game, along 

with a structured academic / vocational 

educational programme that meets their 

learning needs

What is the Academy?

An opportunity to be coached and train regularly 

throughout the week on your football whilst 

completing a Level 3 course of your choice. It is 

the closest you will get to an apprenticeship at a 

Professional club.

Please read the Football Academy information 

booklet accompanying this prospectus for more 

details or call Chris Hogg at the Academy for 

further details. 

Key points

Comprehensive technical syllabus, 

covering all aspects of the game

Qualified coaching Staff to UEFA A 

standard

A pathway to develop into a local 

adult team or progress up the football 

ladder

What can I study?

Anything you like from the courses in 

your available blocks (this means 

your studies will not interfere with 

your training and vice versa)

This is an elite, performance-driven 

program, aimed to recruit high-quality, 

footballing academics to our sixth 

form. Study a minimum of 3 A-levels 

or their equivalent, train two hours per 

day with former professional 

footballers and play league football. 

Sports do not build character they 

reveal it….Heywood Broun
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Entry Requirements 

Subject Level Requirements

Art & Design A Level

Biology A Level At least 7 GCSEs at ‘C’ grade or 

above. Including Mathematics and 

English Language. Subjects may have 

more specific entry requirements. At

least an B in Additional Science for 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics and at 

least a B grade at GCSE in any of the 

subjects you choose.

At least 5 GCSEs at C or above 

including Mathematics or English 

Language, and at least a Merit at level 

2 if you studied the subject in Year 11

Chemistry A Level 

Creative Writing A Level 

English Literature A Level 

History A Level 

Mathematics A Level 

Media Studies A Level

Physics A Level

Photography A Level

Business Studies Level 3 

BTEC 

Child’s Play & 

Development

Level 3 

BTEC  

Health & Social Care Level 3 

BTEC 

ICT Level 3 

OCR

Music Performance Level 3 

BTEC  

Music Technology Level 3 

BTEC  

Sport Level 3 

BTEC 

Travel & Tourism Level 3 

BTEC 
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+ Entry Requirements - Continued 

Subject Level Requirements 

English GCSE 

Retake

No formal qualifications required but 

you will have preferably gained at 

least an E grade at GCSE in year 11

Mathematics GCSE 

Retake

No formal qualifications required but 

you will have preferably gained at 

least an E grade at GCSE in year 11

Cert in Practical Small 

Animal Care Skills

Level 1 At least 5 A* - E Grades at GCSE or 

Equivalent

Cert in Vehicle Component 

Fitting

Level 2

Certificate in Construction Level 1 

Cert in Electrical 

Installation Studies

Level 2 

VTCT Hairdressing and 

Beauty

Level 1

Certificate in Motor Vehicle Level 1 

Cert in Maintenance 

Operations

Level 2

Cert in Plumbing Studies Level 2

Cert Retail Skills Level 2

20

30



+


