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Spring Term 2021 
 
 
Dear Student 
 
During Years 7, 8  you all studied the same subjects. In Years 9, 10 and 11 there is the opportunity for you to follow 
a more individual course of study leading to a number of qualifications. 
 
Although education is more than passing examinations the results you achieve in Year 11 are extremely important 
for your future.  How well you do over the next three years determines what choices you have Post-16.  You do not 
have to decide now exactly what you are going to do for entry into the Sixth Form.  However, it is important that 
you select a programme of study that will allow you flexibility of choice about future jobs, education and training. 
 
In expressing preferences, you should listen to the advice of your teachers and parents before you make your 
choices.  It is sensible to choose subjects which you enjoy, or those in which you know you are capable of doing 
well.  Do not choose subjects just because your friends do - you may not be in the same teaching group as them 
next year, and it is not a sensible way of making a decision.  Do not choose either on the basis of liking, or disliking, 
a particular teacher's lessons this year as you may not get the same teacher at Key Stage 4.  Try to choose on the 
content and skills of the subject and your interest and ability.  
 
We use an online system for making your choices.   A separate letter will be sent out via email to your parents/carers 
to show you how to log on and complete the process.  The system is simple and is accessed through the internet at 
https://www.sims-options.co.uk/#/home.  You simply log on with your school email address and password and 
follow the on screen instructions.  You will make your choices in 2 sections. The first section is for your EBACC 
subject where you will select one option from History, Geography, French and Spanish. In the second section there 
is a wider choice of subjects for you to pick two more options.  Whilst the Academy will try to respect your first 
choice wherever possible, there may be occasions where you will be asked to take your reserve choice.  If so, you 
will be interviewed and given a chance to express your views. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr P Hocking 
Vice Principal 

https://www.sims-options.co.uk/#/home
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Language 
 
The English language GCSE will enable students of all abilities to develop the skills they need to read, 
understand and analyse a wide range of different texts covering the 19th, 20th and 21st century time periods 
as well as to write clearly, coherently and accurately using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures. 
 
Students will work towards two equally-balanced papers, relating reading sources to the topic and theme of 
writing tasks. Paper 1, Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing, looks at how writers use narrative and 
descriptive techniques to engage the interest of readers. Paper 2, Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives, looks 
at how different writers present a similar topic over time. There is also a non-examined element of the GSCE, 
spoken language, where students are assessed on their ability to present using Standard English and respond 
to questions and feedback.  
 
Students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage with creative as well as real and 
relevant contexts. Students will have opportunities to develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills 
that encourage genuine enquiry into different topics and themes. This specification will ensure that students 
can read fluently and write effectively. Students will be able to demonstrate a confident control of Standard 
English and write grammatically correct sentences, deploying figurative language and analysing texts.  
 
 
For GCSE English Language students should:  
 

 read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st 

centuries, including literature and literary non-fiction as well as other writing such as reviews and 

journalism  

 read and evaluate texts critically and make comparisons between texts 

 summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts  

 use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing  

 write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately  

 use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately  

 acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical 

terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language  

 listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken Standard English effectively. 

 
 
   

Literature 
  
GCSE English Literature encourages students to develop knowledge and skills in reading, writing and critical 
thinking. Through literature, students have a chance to develop culturally and acquire knowledge of the best 
that has been thought and written.  
For this GCSE students will study Shakespeare’s Macbeth, Dickens’ A Christmas Carol and Priestley’s An 
Inspector Calls. Students will also study one cluster of 15 poems entitled ‘Power and Conflict’. The poems are 
thematically linked and were written between 1789 and the present day. Students will study all 15 poems and 
be prepared to write about any of them in the examination. Students also prepare to write on unseen poetry. 
In preparing for the unseen poetry section of the examination students will experience a wide range of poetry 
in order to develop their ability to closely analyse unseen poems. They will learn to analyse and compare key 
features such as their content, theme, structure and use of language. 
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GCSE English Literature should also encourage students to:  
 

 read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding, and make connections 

across their reading  

 read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to discuss and explain their 

understanding and ideas  

 develop the habit of reading widely and often  

 appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage  

 write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, using Standard English  

 acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and other literary and 

linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what they read. 
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MATHEMATICS 

Current GCSE regulations stipulate that all students follow a programme of study in GCSE 
Mathematics.  A new more rigorous GCSE curriculum was introduced in September 2017 and all 
students now follow this course. 
 
This new specification tests students’ understanding in six content areas:  
 

 Number 

 Algebra 

 Ratio, proportion, rates of change 

 Geometry 

 Probability 

 Statistics 
  
Students will develop the skills of using and applying techniques, be expected to reason, interpret and 
communicate mathematically and solve problems within mathematics and other contexts to be 
successful in this GCSE. 
 

Students are recommended to purchase a scientific calculator as soon as possible in order to solve 
calculator based problems encountered throughout the course. 
 
There are two tiers of entry at GCSE with a new grading system: 
The Higher Tier offers grades 9 (Highest) to 4 

Foundation Tier offers grades 5 to 1 

  
All students follow courses which are appropriate to their needs and ability. The course is assessed 
completely by exam in three 1½ hour papers, sat at the end of Year 11.  
  
Every student at Torquay Academy is provided with the opportunity to gain a nationally recognised 
qualification in Mathematics gaining a GCSE grade. 
  
Statistics 

  
Many students will also be entered for the Statistics GCSE; this will be taught alongside and during 
their GCSE Mathematics lessons.  
 
This is a separate GCSE from mathematics and the skills developed can be vital for many post-16 
courses. 
  
The qualification is 100% examination, which takes place in June of Year 11 (one, 1½ hour paper).   
 
Grades offered are: 
  
Higher             9 to 4        Foundation        5 to 1 
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AQA Combined Science: Trilogy (Double Award)  
 
 
 
 

 
Key Features  
 
This course is worth two GCSEs and it provides the opportunity to: 

 Develop interest and enthusiasm for the subject 

 Develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods 

 Acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works and its essential 
role in society 

 Acquire scientific skills knowledge and understanding necessary for progression to further 
learning 

 
 
The GCSE provides a distinctive and relevant experience for students who wish to progress to A level 
qualifications in the sixth form. 
 
Students will study the following Biology topics: 
Cell biology, Organisation, Infection and response, Bioenergetics, Homeostasis and response, 
Inheritance, variation and evolution, Ecology 

 
Students will study the following Chemistry topic: 
Atomic structure and the periodic table, Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter, 
Quantitative chemistry Chemical changes, Energy changes, The rate and extent of chemical change, 
Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere, Using resources. 
 
Students will study the following Physics topics: 
Forces, Energy, Waves, Electricity, Magnetism and electromagnetism, Particle model of matter, 
Atomic structure. 
 
Assessment 
 
There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will assess 
knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. 
 
Exams are 1 hour 15 minutes with the option of both Foundation and Higher Tier. Each exam is 70 
marks and worth 16.7% of GCSE. Exam papers are a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed 
short answer, and open response. 
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What will I study? 
 
As a core subject, all students will study GCSE Religious Studies following EDUQAS Route A.  
 
• An in-depth study of Muslim beliefs, teachings and practices.  
• An in-depth study of Christian beliefs, teachings and practices.  
• Issues of Relationships: Students discuss religious and personal responses to ethical issues such as 
homosexual marriage, divorce, adultery, pre-marital sex and gender roles. 
• Issues of Life and Death: Using knowledge of Islam, Humanism and Christianity, students analyse and 
evaluate issues relating to the value of human life such as euthanasia and abortion as well as beliefs 
about the afterlife and the creation of the world. 
• Issues of Good and Evil: Students evaluate religious and ethical responses to ethical dilemmas 
questioning what makes actions write and wrong. They are encouraged to discuss how, why and in which 
ways we punish people, the treatment of criminals and responses to the death penalty. They will also 
discuss the importance and role of forgiveness as well as looking at the origin of evil and the challenges 
evil poses to the existence of God. 
• Issues of Human Rights: In this module students are encouraged to critically evaluate the personal 
beliefs and values of themselves and others looking at issues such as equality, censorship, religious 
expression, extremism, prejudice and discrimination and poverty. 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
The course is 100% exam.  
 
Component 1: The themes paper – 2 hrs – 50%  
 
Component 2: Christianity Beliefs and teachings and Practices – 1 hr – 25% 
 
Component 3: Islam Beliefs and Teachings and Practices – 1 hr – 25% 
 

How can Religious Studies help me? 
 
Religious Studies is the investigation of people and how beliefs influence people’s actions which helps 
you to develop ‘people skills’ which could help with any career where you are dealing with the public or 
customer services. Religious Studies graduates often move into a variety of careers: law, journalism, 
diplomacy, publishing, travel, the media, advertising, human resources, and teaching.  
 
You will develop the following skills: clear and logical thinking, critical evaluation, reasoning, literacy and 
expression, negotiating, organising, planning, problem solving, research and working to deadlines. 
 
Religious Studies offers an opportunity to explore the major beliefs and social/moral problems of our 
time. Important and sometimes quite sensitive issues will be addressed, providing the opportunity for 
personal growth and development. 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://blog.world-mysteries.com/science/what-are-major-religions-of-the-world/&ei=3ve7VMCzHILyUuzRgsAI&bvm=bv.83829542,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNEzomOpPAOqG_MQ-msiJbyoOJm83g&ust=1421691225554078
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://blog.world-mysteries.com/science/what-are-major-religions-of-the-world/&ei=3ve7VMCzHILyUuzRgsAI&bvm=bv.83829542,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNEzomOpPAOqG_MQ-msiJbyoOJm83g&ust=1421691225554078
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Personal, Social, Health  and Economic Education (PSHEe) helps to give students the knowledge, skills 
and understanding they need to lead confident, healthy and independent lives. 
 
It aims to help students understand how they are developing personally and socially, tackling many of 
the moral, social and cultural issues that are part of growing up. 
 
It offers learning opportunities across and beyond the curriculum. 
 
Personal, Social,  Health and Economic Education is a compulsory, non-examination part of each 
student’s Upper School Programme. 
 
The programme develops five major themes: 
  

       Personal relationships 
       Health and safety 
       Social awareness 
 Economic awareness 
 Relationship and sex education 

 
 

PSHEe is currently delivered via 3 whole day activities across the year. 
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What will I study? 
 

 Crime and Punishment, c1000-Present: 
focusing on changes in law and law 
enforcement 

 Germany, 1914-1939. Covering events 
in Germany after the end of  
World War I, the chaos that followed 
and the rise of the Nazi party 

 The Norman Conquest, 1065-1087.  
In 1066, the Anglo Saxon world ended 
following the defeat of Harold 
Godwinson at Hastings. This is the tale 
of how William Godwinson at Hastings. 
This is the tale of how William of 
Normandy wont that battle and how he 
then secured his hold England. 

 Superpower relations and the Cold 
War, 1941-91 
Discovering how the arms race 
between the US and USSR nearly ended 
in nuclear war 

 

Why choose History? 
 
GCSE History is a stimulating, fun and challenging 
course. It can help you:  

 Develop the capacity for reasoned 
argument and a balanced judgement and 
the opportunity to present your ideas 
fluently 

 Develop analytical and presentation skills  

 Truly understand the world you live in by 
being a rounded individual who develops 
an understanding of both past and 
present  

 With the skills to look beyond the 
headlines, to ask questions properly, and 
to express your own opinions 

 Make sense of most other subjects  

 

 

How will I be assessed  
 
There will be three exam papers. 

 Paper 1, 1 hour 15 minutes (Crime and Punishment)  

 Paper 2, 1 hour 45 minutes (Super Power Relations and Norman Conquest) 

 Paper 3, 1 hour 20 minutes (Weimar and Nazi Germany) 
 

 

 
History is a highly regarded qualification as it provides you with skills which can be used in a wide 
range of employment opportunities. Future careers include: managerial positions, journalism, the 
legal profession, the armed forces and the travel industry to name a few. 
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What will I study? 
 

As our world continues to change and global issues impact on our lives, 
geographical knowledge becomes increasingly relevant to you and your future. 
When you study Geography you will explore some of the main issues that affect 
the world in which you live. 
 

The new GCSE specifications in Geography will require students to extend their 
locational knowledge from KS3 and to develop competence in maps, fieldwork 
and geographical skills. The GCSE will have content of the following six areas of 
geography:  
 
1. Living with the physical environment 
2. Challenges in the human environment 
3. Geographical applications 
 
The GCSE course will require students to undertake fieldwork in at least two 
contrasting environments, exploring both physical and human processes.  It will 
also include the use of a range of maps, atlases, Ordnance Survey maps, satellite 
imagery and other graphic and digital material, including the use of Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS), to obtain, illustrate, analyse and evaluate 
geographical information. 
 

Why choose Geography? 
 
Geography helps you... 

 to understand the environment 
at local and global scales 

 to know your world through 
fieldwork 

 to make decisions that balance 
environmental and 
developmental concerns 

 to develop a wide range of skills 
such as presenting arguments or 
map skills 

 to understand other cultures 
throughout the world 

 to be more aware of everyday 
situations and issues faced by the 
people who live around you and 
across the world 
 

How will I be assessed? Students will sit three separate papers.  
 

Paper 1 – Living with the physical environment 1 hour 30 minutes 35% 
Paper 2 – Challenges in the human envirnment 1 hour 30 minutes 35%  
Paper 3 – Geographical Applications 1 hour 15 minutes 30%  
 

Geography is a highly regarded qualification as it provides you with skills which can be used in a wide range of 
employment opportunities.  Geography works very well with other subjects and can lead to a promising future career, for 
example: 
 

 Geography and History: Archaeology, law, libraries, museums, publishing, politics, teaching, business 

 Geography and Science: Agriculture, environmental health, estate management, nature conservation, zoology 

 Geography and Modern Languages: Business, overseas marketing, leisure and tourism 

 Geography and Technology: Advertising, architecture, cartography, landscape design, surveying.  

 Geography and Maths: Civil engineering, meteorology, mining, navigation, photography 

Geography has 
one of the 

highest rates of 
graduate 

employability. 
 

    

  

 

Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future - Michael Palin 
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WHY SHOULD I LEARN ANOTHER LANGUAGE?  EVERYONE SPEAKS ENGLISH ANYWAY, RIGHT? 

 
Actually, 75% of the world’s population speak no English at all.  That works out to around 5¼ billion 
people.  If you’re in a business and you want to succeed, you need to try to reach these potential 
clients. 
 
Nearly three-quarters of employers say that they would employ someone who can have a conversation 
with someone in a foreign language.  Why?  Because businesses know that they are losing trade 
through language barriers.  Customers that you talk to in their own language are far more likely to do 
business with you than if you talked to them in English. 
 
French and Spanish ar very sought-after languages for employers, especially those who do business 
with Europe.  But... if you think you might need another language apart from these in the future, 
consider a GCSE in a language anyway because once you know how to learn a language properly, you 
can pick other ones up in later life a lot more easily. 
 
A foreign language, whether spoken fluently or conversationally, can give access to a much wider 
range of jobs in the UK and overseas. For example, a marketing professional in a global firm is likely to 
be much more successful if they are able to communicate with foreign companies in their own 
language; a journalist much more able to write an effective article if they are able to interview people 
in their own language and have some understanding of their culture. 
 
Of course, learning a foreign language will also come in useful if you ever go abroad and need to talk to 
people in their language, or if you have to deal with a foreign person in the UK – which, if you stay in 
the Torbay area, is quite likely. 
 
Many people think that the only jobs available for language students are in translation, interpretation 
or teaching but practically any job can involve languages.  For example, to name just a few: 
 
accountant, air hostess, computer games designer, engineer, financial services, journalist, armed forces 

marketing manager, media, personal assistant, technical helpdesk, tourist guide and many more. 
 
Employers are prepared to pay more for staff with ability in a foreign language. 
 
We offer: 

 GCSE French and Spanish (AQA) 
 
Although you may not have studied French or Spanish before, or only have learned a little, you can 
still study for a GCSE in these languages.  You will have to work hard, complete all classwork and 
homework, and make sure you learn the meanings of around 20 words a week. 
 
During the course, students will learn structures and vocabulary connected to topics around health, 
relationships and choices, leisure, holidays, home and environment, and work and education. 
 
The language is examined by 4 final exams (25% speaking, 25% writing, 25% listening, and 25% reading).  
There is also a speaking test.  

 

GCSE French & Spanish 
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GCSE Business Studies 
 

What is it about? 

It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied business prior to taking this course. You might have an interest in 

business, and want to start your own business one day. You may have an enquiring mind and be interested 

in learning about the world around you, how businesses are set up, and what it is that makes someone a 

great entrepreneur. This course will help you to understand all this and more. You will learn more about 

how small businesses are developed and discover how businesses promote themselves and keep their 

customers happy. You will learn how businesses are structured to support success. You will learn how 

businesses manage both their finances and the people who work for them. 

 

What other skills will I develop? 

You will understand how important effective communication and team work is to any business. You will 

learn about the technology that supports all business activities. You will understand the role of finance and 

the tools used to monitor performance. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
The course will be assessed entirely by two exams. Both in the summer of year 11. 
 
What is the course worth? 

This qualification is worth one GCSE at 9 – 1. 

 
What could I study Post 16? 

No matter which route you follow, all these business courses can help you prepare for further and higher 

education such as A Levels, BTEC and Apprenticeship courses. You will become skilled in making decisions, 

being creative, solving problems, understanding finance, dealing with data, communicating and working as 

part of team. 

 
What possible careers could I have? 
You could achieve a career in marketing, finance, human resources, business consultancy… the list is 
endless. It might also inspire you to open your own business, then the sky is the limit!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do other students think about the course? 
 “Don’t choose it if you’re not prepared to put in 100% effort!”  
“it’s fun and I enjoy it! My best school days are when I have business” 
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Food, Hospitality & Catering  
 
What is it about? 
Food, Hospitality & Catering will develop students’ knowledge and understanding related to a range of 
hospitality and catering providers; how they operate and what they have to take into account to be 
successful. There is the opportunity to learn about issues related to nutrition and food safety and how they 
affect successful hospitality and catering operations. You will also develop a practical understanding of food 
and making. If you enjoy cooking, have an interest in food, enjoy researching and using computers and you 
can clean up after yourself (!) then this is the course for you. 

 
What other skills will I develop? In this qualification, learners will also have the opportunity to develop 
some food preparation and cooking skills as well as transferable skills of problem solving, organisation, time 
management and planning.  You will also improve your analytical skills and increase your use of ICT.  
 
How will I be assessed? 
There is one online exam in Year 10 – this is 2 hours long and worth 40% of your final grade. There will be 
an internally assessed piece of work worth the other 60% of your final grade. 
 
What is the course worth? 

This is a Level 2 Vocational Award worth one GCSE equivalent at 9 – 1. 

 
What could I study Post 16? 
Many students successful in this course have gone on to study qualifications in Hospitality and Catering 
and Professional Cookery or to the Michael Caines Academy. University courses include Hospitality and 
Catering, Food Technology, Nutrition, Food & Beverage Studies and Agriculture. 

 
What work-related opportunities will I experience? 
You will meet and speak to a people working in Hospitality and Catering, and will complete a 
project relating to a local Hospitality business. 

 
What possible careers could I have? 
Careers that use skills in Food, Hospitality and Catering. Cookery include being a chef, catering 
management, food technologist, nutritionist and dietician. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do other students think about the course? 
“My practical skills have really improved and I’ve got better at the washing up!” 
“I’ve learnt a lot about the way food is grown and how different ingredients work well together” 
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GCSE Product Design   
 What is it about? 
Product design is all about creating new three-dimensional products through a process of idea generation, 
development, hands-on making and evaluation. Product designers have an understanding of the 
relationship between art, science and technology, and have the ability to exploit each of these things in 
different ways to create new products. Good design is the backbone of our everyday lives. On the course, 
you will undertake a series of short design and make projects that will develop a broad range of skills 
working with wood, metal, plastics and smart materials. Themes for projects include lighting, storage and 
consumer electronics. 
 
What other skills will I develop? 
Product design is great for those who enjoy thinking creatively and problem solving. You will improve 
analytical skills, organisational skills and increase your overall proficiency in the use of ICT. 

 
How will I be assessed? 
There is one exam at the end of Year 11 – this is 2 hours long and worth 50% of your final grade. It has 
questions about general areas of Design & Technology as well as specific questions about Product 
Design and designers in that area. There is one coursework controlled assessment task which is 
completed in Year 11. It is 15 pages long and is completed in school within 35 hours and is worth 50% 
of your final grade. You spend 15 hours designing and 20 hours making a product based on one of 
three themes set by the exam board. 

 
What is the course worth? 
The course is worth one GCSE at 9 - 1. 

 
What could I study Post 16? 
Many students successful in this course have gone on to study A-Level Product Design, Fine Art, Graphic 
Design, Photography or an Art & Design Foundation course. University courses include Fine Art, 
Sculpture, 3D Design, Architecture and Product Design. 

 
What work-related opportunities will I experience? 
You will meet and speak to a local skilled craftsperson, visit the Design Museum in London and 
will complete a design and make project with the brief set by a local lighting design company. 

 
What possible careers could I have? 
The skills developed on the course can be applied to a broad range of future careers in design, technology 
and engineering sectors giving you an opportunity to make a real impact. This includes architecture, 
construction, interior design, furniture design, project management, illustration, animation, graphic design 
and fashion, structural engineering, race engineering, car design, carpentry and boat building. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do other students think about the course? 
“I love the hands on approach” “I think I was born to make things - this course really helps me to do 
this” “You get to make loads of different things and get a chance to design them how you want them 
to look”  
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IT: Creative Media Production 
 

 
What is it about? 

The BTEC Tech Award in Creative Media Production is a practical introduction into the media sector where 
you will develop technical skills and techniques required to be successful in the IT and Media industry. Are 
you creative and have a keen eye for detail? If you answered ‘yes’ then this pathway may be the one for 
you! 

 
What other skills will I develop? 

You will develop transferable skills and tools to improve their learning in other subjects with the aims of 

enhancing their employability when they leave education, contributing to their personal development and 

future economic well-being. 

 
How will I be assessed? 

 Component 1: Exploring Media Products (Internal Assessment) – 30% of overall grade. Learn 
about the sector and investigate media products across different sectors 

 Component 2: Digital Media Production Skills (Internal Assessment) – 30% of overall grade. 
Develop skills and techniques in interactive media. 

 Component 3: Create a Media Product in Response to a Brief (External Assessment) – 40% of 
overall grade. Apply digital skills and techniques by responding to a digital media brief. 

 
What is the course worth? 

This qualification is worth one GCSE equivalent. 

 
What could I study Post 16? 

No matter what route you follow when you leave school, the Creative Media Production pathway will 

have provided you will the skills and knowledge needed to pursue a career in the IT  or media sector and 

will provide you with the entry requirements for a range of AS/A2, BTEC and NVQ courses.  

 
What work-related opportunities will I experience? 

You will be set a series of briefs that are based upon real life scenarios. 

 
What possible careers could I have?  
Possible careers could include a computer scientist, ICT teacher, 3D animation or graphic design, customer 

service, electronics technician or engineer, networking or system administrator, programmer or software 

developer, system analyst or tester, sales, technical support, security expert, webmaster or web designer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do other students think about the course? 
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We live in a media-saturated world. From video clips on your phone, to TV ads to blockbuster 
movies, to posters at the bus stop, to the music in your earbuds, you are surrounded by media 
messages for most of your waking hours. How do you make sense of them all? How do you know 
what they are trying to communicate — both on an obvious and a less obvious level? How do you 
know how much you have been influenced — consciously or subconsciously — by these media 
messages? Does the media reflect your reality, or control the way you view it? 
It's been said that media literacy is as important to living in the 21st century as regular literacy was 
to the 20th century. Media Studies helps you develop an important set of skills that will help you 
navigate the rest of your education and then, your working life.  
Media is a contemporary and interactive subject which encourages students to develop their 
creative, analytical, research, and communication skills, through exploring a range of media forms 
and perspectives. 
 
GCSE Media Studies engages students in the in depth study of media products in relation to the 
four areas of the theoretical framework: 
 

 media language 

 media representation 

 media industries 

 media audiences. 

 
Students are required to study media products from all of the following media forms: 

 television 

 film 

 radio 

 newspapers 

 magazines 

 advertising and marketing 

 online, social and participatory media 

 video games 

 music video 

How will I be assessed?  Two exams each worth 35% of the overall grade and a coursework piece 
worth 30% of the overall grade. 
 

  

Media Studies  
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RSL Level 2 Certificate in  

Music Performance 
 

 

 

 
 

 

What is this course about? 

This qualification is designed for learners wishing to gain knowledge and skills within the sphere of 
music performance and associated music industry disciplines.  
 
The qualification allows learners to develop their performance capabilities and increase their 
aptitude on their given instrument/voice, gaining an effective knowledge of event organisation, 
rehearsal techniques, and the contextual background to their chosen genre and style. 
 

In undertaking this qualification, learners can acquire; 
 experience in planning, executing and analysing a music performance 
 the ability to develop and hone their performance within a rehearsal space 
 knowledge of planning, promoting and running a live music event 
 a greater understanding of music and the responses it elicits in an audience 
 contextual awareness of styles and genres of music and how they have developed 
 the ability to perform effectively in a recording studio environment 

 

Course Content 

Unit 201ta: Music Genres (20%) 
 
Unit 202ta: Live Music Performance (40%) 
 
Unit 204ta: Improving Instrumental/Vocal Skills (40%) 
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Assessment 

Live Music Performance Exam – consisting of 10-15 minutes of live performance, given as one 
continuous performance. 
 
Unit 201ta looks at two contrasting genres of music, and the unique features of them - 
coursework. 
 
Unit 204ta looks at developing skills on an instrument or voice - coursework. 
 

Skills Needed for this course: 
Students will need to enjoy performing to an audience. Weekly instrumental or vocal lessons are 
provided in school to help with this. 
 
Students will need to be well-motivated and able to work and rehearse on their own, or as part of 
a group. 
 

What Next?  
The knowledge and skills acquired by performers undertaking this course will enable learners to 
progress into further studies equipped with a greater aptitude for performing in a range of 
situations and with a deeper knowledge of the wider skillset and associated requirements which 
come with being an effective performer. 
 
Employers and universities recognise successful performing arts students as people who are 
articulate, people who communicate effectively with others, have a good understanding of 
people, relationships and situations, and are trustworthy and dedicated team members. 
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RSL Level 2 Certificate in  

Music Technology 

 
What is this course about? 
 
This qualification is designed for learners wishing to gain 
knowledge and skills within  music technology and 
associated music industry disciplines. Music Technology 
provides opportunities to develop skills in sound 
recording, mixing and mastering, sequencing and 
production, live sound, radio programming and video 
production. It will also give learners an underpinning 
knowledge and skill set within associated areas such as composing, listening to music and podcast 
production. 
 
What will I study? 
 

Unit title Core / Optional Assessment method 

Music Sequencing and 
Production 

Core - (Controlled 
Assessment) 

External controlled 
assessment.  

Musical Knowledge Core Internally assessed 

   

Using a DAW Optional Internally assessed 

 
How will I be assessed? 
The majority of assessment is by coursework based on assignments set in each unit. For internal units you 
will complete assessed assignments which will be a project based around the topic of the unit. 
 
There is one external unit which is a controlled assessment on the Music Sequencing and Production. This is 
a creative assessment where the pupils will be required to produce a piece of music to an externally set 
specification.  
 
No previous experience in Music Technology is required for this course, however a positive attitude 
towards learning and a desire to achieve is an absolute must. 
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RSL Level 2 Certificate in Creative and Performing Arts - Acting 
 
Introduction 
 
This level 2 Certificate in Creative and Performing Arts provides students with skills, knowledge 
and understanding within the sphere of the creative and performing arts. The qualification offers 
practical structured learning to broaden the students experience and understanding of acting in 
the Performing Arts industry. The course will give students a taste of what it’s like to be a 
professional actor across different styles. 
 

Course Content and skills: 

 Creativity, co-operation and concentration are the top key 
skills required for this RSL Acting course 

 Drama enables students to discover and develop latent 
talents - these may be leadership and/or performance skills 

 Development of acting, communication and evaluation skills 

 Opportunities to explore students’ position in the world and 
to make better sense of all their experiences 

 Drama gives students the chance to work as creative team 
members and explore controversial issues in society in an 
open-minded, sensitive way 

 Understand the Performing Arts Industry 

 
 
There are two units required to complete the qualification. 

All students take an externally assessed core unit (Live Performance), which requires them to work 
to a brief, specific to the area of specialism (Acting). They also will complete an addition internally 
assessed unit. 

Unit: Performing Text    50% 

 Understand exactly how dialogue/conversation works 

 How dialogue is reflected in good dramatic writing 

 How an actor ‘lifts’ speech ‘off the page’  

 The ability to sight read competently and bring dialogue to life is essential for most 
television, film, radio, voice over and commercial work. 

 Perform two texts: Classical and Contemporary  

 Evaluate your performance 
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Unit: Live Performance - External Controlled Test   50% 

 Students respond to a brief provided by the 
exam board, which establishes a theme for the 
students to devise practical work. 

 Students plan and research their performance 

 Produce a production plan 

 Perform a piece of devised theatre to match 
the theme 

 Evaluate your performance 

 

Additional Information 

 100% attendance is essential on the RSL Acting course due to the group nature of the subject.  
Students’ must be willing to perform and take creative risks. 

 As an aid to understanding the Drama process, an experience of live theatre is important, and 
opportunities to see a range of productions will be provided during the course, and in extra-
curricular activities. 

 

Progression 
 
During the course students are able to explore, challenge and realise their potential. After 
completing the course, students can continue on to further vocational and academic study at level 
3, as well as apprenticeships and traineeships.  
 
Employers and universities recognise successful performing arts students as people who are 
articulate, people who communicate effectively with others, have a good understanding of people, 
relationships and situations, and are trustworthy and dedicated team members. 
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BTEC Level 2 Technical Award in Dance  
 

The Pearson BTEC Level 2 Technical Award in Dance 
has been designed to provide an engaging and 
stimulating introduction to the world of performing 
arts focusing primarily on the dance pathway. The 
qualification builds on learning from Key Stage 3 for 
those who may wish to explore a vocational route 
throughout Key Stage 4. This course is suitable for 
students who actively take part in dance both inside 
and/or outside of school and wish to pursue this into 
Key Stage 4 and achieve a formal qualification at the 
end of Y11. 

What skills will I learn? 
The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a 
practical learning environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal importance, which cover 
the: 

- development of key skills that prove learners’ aptitude in performing arts, such as 

reproducing repertoire or responding to stimulus. 

- process that underpins effective ways of working in the performing arts, such as 

development of ideas, rehearsal and performance. 

- attitudes that are considered most important in the performing arts, including personal 

management and communication. 

- knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, processes and attitudes in the sector, such 

as roles, responsibilities, performance disciplines and styles. 

 
Content of the course: 
 
Component 1 Exploring the Performing Arts 
Aim: get a taste of what it’s like to be a professional dancer. During Component 1, students will: 

- explore performance styles, creative intentions and purpose 

- investigate how practitioners create and influence what’s performed 

- discover performance roles, skills, techniques and processes. 

Assessment: internally assessed assignments Weighting: 30% of total course 

 

 
Component 2 Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts  
Aim: develop skills and techniques in dance. During Component 2, students will: 

- take part in workshops, classes and rehearsals 

- gain physical, interpretative, vocal and rehearsal skills 

- apply these skills in performance 

- reflect on their progress, their performance and how they could improve. 
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Assessment: internally assessed assignments Weighting: 30% of total course 
 
Component 3 Performing to a Brief 
Aim: consider how practitioners adapt their skills for different contexts, and put this into practice 
in a performance. 
 
To achieve this aim, students will: 

- use the brief and previous learnings to come up with ideas 

- build on their skills in classes, workshops and rehearsals 

- review the process using an ideas and skills log 

- perform a piece to their chosen audience 

- reflect on their performance in an evaluation report. 

Assessment: externally assessed task, where students work in groups of between 3 and 7 
members to create a performance based on a set brief. Weighting: 40% of total course. 

 

Additional info 

This course is a combination of practical and theoretical work. You will be expected to participate 
fully in all practical lessons and apply yourself to all coursework assignments that you are given. 

You must wear correct dance kit at all times. 

You must be organised and committed to meet all deadlines set. You do not need to be the best 
dancer or have any dance training, but you must be prepared to give your best at all times. 

You must be prepared to perform in front of people. 
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 BTEC Level 2 First Award in Art & Design  

  

 

Course outline 
 

If you love a creative challenge, have a keen eye for detail and have a growing talent for drawing, 
painting and designing this course is perfect for you.  
 
You’ll learn how to explore your interest in art and design using different 2D and 3D materials and 
methods and how to develop your ideas into works of art that you’re proud of. 
 
Practical activities include: 

● Drawing 

● Painting 

● Sculpture 

● Graphic design 

● Model-making 

● Textiles 

● Print-making 

● Digital design 

 
You will be supported to develop 
individual areas of interests in your 
creative work, through discussion, 
research and ongoing evaluation. Different progression opportunities will be explored with you 
within art and design, media, photography, and fashion and textiles. This is an ideal springboard to 
develop your creative talents.  
 
You can expect lots of opportunities to visit art galleries and exhibitions, both locally and 
nationally and also take part in life drawing workshops. 
 
You will develop employability skills in presenting your work, communicating with others, working 
within teams, selling your work, and problem solving. 
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OCR Cambridge Technicals Health & Social Care 
 

What is it about? 
This qualification introduces students to the biggest employment sector in the UK, which includes elements 
of the NHS, local authority adult and child care services as well as a range of independent providers which 
provide care in a variety of settings. It introduces students to this vocational sector and the role it plays in 
the health, well-being and care of individuals across all age ranges. Students will also develop transferable 
skills, in particular communication, aspects of team working and the essential life skill of first aid. As you 
might expect, both the bulk of learning and assessment is through practical means.  

 

Unit R021: Essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings  
The focus of recruitment to the health and social care sector is values. Applicants must demonstrate they 
can apply values in their professional practice. This unit introduces students to these core values and the 
rights of individuals accessing health and social care services. It also introduces some of the legislation that 
students should be aware of and ways in which individuals that use services are protected.  
 
Unit R022: Communicating and working with individuals in health, social care and early years settings  
Communication is an essential skill for all individuals working in health, social care or child care/early years 
settings. Developing their communication skills will enable students to understand how to work effectively 
with individuals in these settings. Students will be introduced to a range of different communication 
methods and factors that affect communication. They will also explore the impact of personal qualities that 
contribute to the delivery of effective care, such as patience, empathy and respect.  
This unit is assessed through an assignment in which students must not only explain communication 
techniques to others, but demonstrate these in action. 
 
Unit R025: Understanding life stages  
Students will need to understand the stages of development experienced by individuals in the transition 
from young person to adult and into old age. They will learn about some medical conditions and the effect 
these have on health and well-being. As part of the assessment they will create support plans for 
individuals. 

R031: Using basic first aid procedures  

While this unit will not provide certification as a qualified first aider, it will enable students to know the 
basic actions that should be taken to ensure their safety at the scene of accidents and understand the 
actions which may be taken for a range of injuries. Students will learn how to assess accidents in order to 
provide essential information for emergency services and will learn how to carry out basic first aid 
procedures on adults. This unit is practically assessed through the demonstration of these skills. 
 
 

4 units covered 
How will i be 
assessed ? 

 

1 hour written 
exam worth 
25% 

 

Assignment 
based tasks 
Worth 25% 

 

Assignment 
based tasks 
Worth 25% 

 

Assignment 
based tasks 
Worth 25% 
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What is the course worth? 

This is a BTEC qualification worth one GCSE equivalent at 9 – 1. Graded at Distinction *, Distinction, Merit, 

Pass. Level 2 and Level 1. 

 
Further Progression in this Subject 
 
Cambridge Nationals provide a strong base for progression to Further Education, whether it is on to Level 3 
Cambridge Technicals or A Levels, apprenticeship or work. For learners who want to progress to Level 3 
qualifications they have the choice of various  qualifications which will further develop areas of their 
learning from Level 2: Health and Social Care and Home Economics. Thinking even further ahead pupils may 
want to progress to a foundation degree course in Health and Social Care, Nursing, Mental Health, 
Counselling, or Learning disabilities. 

Possible Career Routes 

Working in healthcare includes careers in medical treatment such as doctors, nurses and healthcare science 
posts, as well as jobs in allied health professions like dentistry and other support roles. The National Health 
Service (NHS) employs up to a million people in England, and the private sector employs many more in 
places like private hospitals, clinics and nursing homes.  

 
Working in social care will give you the opportunity to help many different people lead fulfilling lives. You 
could choose to support older people and work as a home care assistant or in a residential care home. Other 
jobs include working with children, families and young people and people with physical or learning 
disabilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do other students think about the course? 
“The course is really fun as it links in well with what I want to do when I’m older” 
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Unit 1(R041)-Reducing the risk of Sports injuries 
1 hour written examination. Taking part in sport puts 
the body under stress. Knowing how to reduce the risk 
of injury when taking part in sport, and how to respond 
to injuries and medical conditions in a sport setting are, 
therefore, vital skills in many roles within the sport and 
leisure industry, whether you are a lifeguard, a steward 
at a sports stadium or a personal fitness instructor, 
completing this unit, learners will know how to prepare 
participants to take part, in physical activity in a way 
which minimises the risk of injuries occurring, how to 
react to common injuries that can occur during sport 
and how to recognise the symptoms of some common 
medical conditions, providing a good foundation to 
undertake a formal first aid training course and 
qualifications. 
 

  

Sport Level 2  

Cambridge National 

For more information, speak to your PE teacher 

Elite sport has embraced sport science disciplines 
wholeheartedly in the past few decades, moving from a 
perspective which assumed the primacy of natural 
talent in producing outstanding performance, to one 
which considers every minute detail of an athlete's 
training programme, rest time, environment and 
psychology in the pursuit of excellence- The Cambridge 
Nationals in Sport Science offers learners the 
opportunity to study key areas of sport science 
including anatomy and physiology linked to fitness, 
health injury and performance; the science of training 
and application training principles, and psychology in 
sport and sports performance. The course is made up 
of four units, each worth 25% of students' overall 
grade. 

                       Course Summary 

                   How will I be assessed? 

Four Units made up of various tasks: 

• 75% Coursework 

• 25% External Exam 

                 Where will it lead? 

Linked careers include: Sports Coaching Science, PE 
Teacher, Sports Massage, Physiotherapy NVQ's 
and Diploma’s in Personal Training and Leisure 
Management, Apprenticeships, A-level PE level 3, 

Cambridge Technical and BTEC in sport level 3 

                             What will I learn? 

Unit 2 (R042) — Applying Principles of Training 
In the world of team and individual sport, it is vital that 
coaches keep their performers in peak condition. They 
do this by regularly monitoring them through fitness 
tests and designing bespoke training programmes to 
suit the type of sport, performance schedule and the 
individual themselves. High quality training 
programmes apply principles of training to the 
requirements of the individual in their development 
and implementation. By completing this unit, learners 
will develop knowledge and understanding of the 
principles and methods of training and the application 
of these in the design of training programmes along 
with practical skills in fitness testing. 

Unit 3 (R043)- The Body’s Response to Physical Activity 
It is recognised that physical activity is essential in 
maintaining good health. Many careers within the 
sport, leisure and health industries require employees 
to have an understanding of how the body changes 
and responds to physical activity. With this knowledge, 
it is possible to improve body systems to optimise 
sports performance and promote healthier lifestyles. 
By completing this unit, learners will understand key 
aspects of the structure and function of the musculo-
skeletal and cardio-respiratory systems and investigate 
some of the changes which occur to them in response 
to short and long-term physical activity 

Unit 4 (R045) — Sports Nutrition 
In all walks of life, appropriate nutrition and diet are 
vital to our health and wellbeing. In the world of sport, 
the right nutrition is as important as the right 
equipment and the right training methods, because, 
without suitable nutrition, a performers body would 
not be able to cope with the stresses and strains put 
upon it. This would lead not only to deterioration in 
performance, but also in health. The amount of 
legislation and media coverage that surrounds the use 
of supplements in elite sport, some of which are 
approved and some of which are prohibited, highlights 
the value placed on nutrition in modern day sport. By 
completing this unit learners will consider the 
composition of a healthy, balanced diet. They will also 
consider the necessity of certain nutrients in particular 
quantities and effects of a poor diet. They will reflect 
upon the role that diet plays in different sports and 
activities, and use the knowledge gained to produce 
an appropriate, effective diet plan for a performer. 

QUALIFICATION: 
Cambridge National Certificate Level 2 in Sports 
Science 
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 BTEC Construction   

 

What is it about? 

You will learn and develop the basic skills of the design process, knowledge of construction technology as 
well as carpentry, brickwork, painting and decorating.  It is suitable for students wishing to pursue a career 
within the construction industry either by further full time study (on a more specialised Level 3 vocational 
or academic construction course) or directly into the job market with an apprenticeship with part time 
study. There is an approximate split of 50/50 between theory and practical lessons so you must be 
prepared to work hard on this course. You will gain great experience in starting work in construction, 
develop skills in working safely in construction and gain an insight into trade areas such as joinery, trowel, 
plumbing and building services.  

 
What other skills will I develop? 
You will improve your problem solving skills and spatial awareness. You will also develop a practical 
understanding of materials and technology that is available to modern day construction. 
 
How will I be assessed? 
The course is assessed by a mixture of internal assignments and external examinations. You will follow 
three compulsory theory units: 

 Unit 1: Construction Technology 
 Unit 2: Construction and Design 
 Unit 3: Scientific and Mathematical Applications for Construction 

And a further four further units in practical lessons: 
 Unit 6: Exploring Carpentry and Joinery Principles and Techniques 
 Unit 7: Exploring Brickwork and Blockwork Principles and Techniques 
 Unit 8: Exploring Painting and Decorating Principles and Techniques  
 Unit 10: Exploring Wall and Floor Tiling Principles and Techniques 

 
What is the course worth? 
This is a BTEC qualification worth one GCSE equivalent at 9 – 1. 
 
What could I study Post 16? 
Many students successful in this course have gone on to study Level 3 Construction in Design, Archecture, 
Site Management,  and Apprenticeships in Brickwork, Carpentry and Bench Joinery. The course provides a 
base for a future into university or vocational apprenticeships. 
 
What work-related opportunities will I experience? 
You will meet and speak to existing tradespeople who will be able to give you tips and advice how to 
develop your practical skills. You will also gain first-hand experience of all the main trades. 
 
What possible careers could I have? 
Careers that use skills in Construction include jobs in Architecture, Ecology, Quantity Surveying,  Site 
Manager, Bricklaying,  Joinery, Carpentery, Plumbing or Electrician. 
 

     
 
What do other students think about the course? 
“There’s lots of practical which I enjoy. I also have to complete theory work which helps me to understand 

the practical a lot more”  
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Level 2 Automotive Engineering 
 

What is it about? 

Time is spent between our purpose built professional standard workshop and classrooms to gain a 
fantastic understanding of cars and the wider automotive industry.  We have a fleet of fully 
operational cars and industry standard tools to ensure a first class curriculum. 
 

What other skills will I develop? 

You will discover how cars work and how the industry works.  Whatever your interests 
there is something that will appeal to you.  Units cover the workings of a car as well as how 
a plethora of other roles are performed within the industry. 
 

How will I be assessed? 

Assessment is through practical observations, written papers and online tests. 
 

What is the course worth? 

This qualification is worth one GCSE. 
 

What could I study post 16? 

Many students have progressed onto engineering degrees with maths and Physics A-levels, whilst 
others have decided to study vocational qualifications in Automotive repair or re-finishing. 
 

What work related opportunities will I experience? 

You will be taught by an apprenticeship served automotive technician and complete many of the 
typical service and repair tasks carried out in workshops throughout the world.  You will also have 
the opportunity to join our in-house motorsport team which competes in Greenpower F24 races 
around the country at circuits such as Goodwood, Castle Combe and Silverstone. 
 

What possible careers could I have? 

Besides repair, the automotive industry employs; designers, software engineers, artists, 
journalists, HR professionals, financiers, logistics coordinators and so much more. 
 

What do other students think about the course? 

The course is always amongst the most popular in the school! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do other students think about the course? 
“I love cars and really want to be a mechanic when I’m older so this course is the perfect start for me”  
  


